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These points are made in conjunction with our 
“What We Believe” pamphlet.

All Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit at the moment of 
conversion (spiritual birth).  Our bodies become the temple of the Holy 
Spirit at conversion.

The Holy Spirit is the “power source” for the Christian.  
The Christian life is impossible to live without “power from on high.”

The Holy Spirit and His power must be “released” in the life 
of the believer through seeking, yielding, and surrendering to the Spirit’s 
control.  The church through many years has done a poor job of teaching 
the crucial role the Holy Spirit has in a believer’s life.  Therefore, many 
Christians go through much, possibly all of their life never personally 
knowing the power of the Holy Spirit.  For this reason, it is vital that the 
church teach the continual release of the Holy Spirit in the Christian’s 
life.  For many believers, this will result in an initial experience of the Holy 
Spirit and His power in their life.  This experience has been referred to 
as the “baptism of the Spirit,” “the filling of the Spirit,” “the empowerment 
of the Spirit,” and “the second blessing.”  In an effort to promote unity 
among diverse religious and theological backgrounds and because 
of the confusion associated with these terms, we choose to teach the 
importance of the “release” of the Holy Spirit’s power in a believer’s life.

The release of the Holy Spirit’s power in a believer’s life 
is not a one-time experience.  There must be a daily and ongoing choice/
decision to walk in the power of the Spirit. This is a crucial truth that must 
be taught by the church.

The fruit of the Spirit and the use of the gifts of the Spirit are 
the primary evidences of the Holy Spirit’s power in a believer’s life.  No 
one fruit, gift, or other manifestation of the Spirit is THE evidence of the 
release of the Spirit’s power in a believer’s life, although it may be AN 
evidence.

Sozo Ministry
Sozo is a ministry of seeing people freed from the influence 
and control of the enemy. This is accomplished through a 
prayer session with a team under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. As the team prays, the Holy Spirit uncovers past and 
present lies that the enemy has caused the individual to 
believe (at least subconsciously) as well as points of entry 
or access. Points of entry tend to be past sin committed, 
sins against the individual, or wounding the individual has 
experienced causing present consequences. When the Sozo 
team under the guidance of the Holy Spirit removes the 
ground for this access, the lies lose their ability to influence 
and control lives. It is then freedom from ongoing unhealthy 
strongholds and issues can be released in the individual’s life.

Sozo works directly with the two central purposes of Jesus’ 
ministry: (1) take away sins (ours, and the result of other’s sins 
in our lives) and to (2) destroy the works of the devil.
 
We work under the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit in ministering 
these two key things to people (Rom 8:14). We believe we are 
competent to “speak the truth in love” (Eph 4:15) with each 
other and in so doing to partner with God in helping to 
mature and perfect them. We believe God has given 
authority to cast out/away demons from people (Mk 16:17).

Contact Jackie Smith, our Pastor of Care,  
(Jackie@heritagelife.org) for more information or visit our 
website (www.heritagelife.org).

6.

7.

The purpose of the fruit of the Spirit and 
spiritual gifts is to glorify Christ and edify the body of Christ.  
Therefore, the use of any spiritual gift must be founded in 
love with an intention to “build up” and equip fellow believers 
in the body of Christ.

Because of the unique calling and purpose of 
our church, we have chosen, at this time, not to encourage 
the public use of tongues and prophecy during our Sunday 
morning worship service.  Unlike many churches today, 
we are intentional that our Sunday morning meeting be 
the “front door” to the church for “outsiders.”  Because the 
public use of tongues and prophecy is often confusing and 
frightening to outsiders, we believe this choice is right before 
God because of the unique call and purpose He has given 
us.  We embrace the use of these gifts privately and at other 
meetings in a spirit of cooperation and love with sensitivity 
toward those involved.

As a church, we recognize 
the responsibility to “equip the saints for 
the work of service” as Paul instructed 
in Ephesians 4:11-16.  We teach 
about spiritual gifts on a regular basis, 
and we continually look for ways to 
help individuals find the unique work 
of service or place of ministry that fits 
their God-given design.  For more 
information, contact our Pastor of 
Discipleship,Cheryle Reeves 
(cheryle@heritagelife.org). 

POSITION ON SPIRITUAL 
WARFARE AND DELIVERANCE

*   God has equipped the body of Christ 
to encourage and facilitate the deliverance process by giving us the 
knowledge, authority, and necessary gifts to wage victorious spiritual warfare.

*   We believe that there are a number of steps
that lead an individual into freedom.

  a. Repent of disobedience. (2 Corinthians 7:9-10)

  b. Renounce known ties.  (Acts 8:18-24)

  c. Replace the lies formerly believed with truth of God’s word, declaring the  
        triumph of the cross.  (Colossians 2:10-14)

  d. Receive the filling of the Holy Spirit and continually cooperate with His  
        work.  (Ephesians 5:18)

*   Finally, we believe that the life of an individual is unique 
as are their individual circumstances, therefore, deliverance should always be 
Spirit led rather than need driven.





POSITION ON SPIRITUAL 
WARFARE AND DELIVERANCE

*   Deliverance is a term that can mean different things to different 
people.  It is a Biblical word that is sometimes translated as pardon, liberty, 
remission, salvation, health, save, and saving.

*   Scripture is clear from Genesis to Revelation that there is a 
conflict between God and Satan, the forces of Good and Evil.

*   Everything that has occurred, is occurring, and will 
occur is occurring in the context of that conflict.  To be ignorant of this conflict 
and its effects on our world and in our lives is to be vulnerable to both the 
subtle influences and the blatant attacks of the enemy.

*   The church has a clear responsibility to educate 
believers concerning the necessity and methods of waging spiritual warfare 
for the purpose of seeing individuals set free to become all that God created 
them to be.  Individuals should be taught in a gentle but truthful manner when, 
where, and how strongholds develop.  They also need an understanding of 
how demonic forces are allowed to have a manipulating influence in their 
lives, and how these demonic forces attack themselves.

*   We believe that no true believer can be possessed 
by demons because possession implies ownership and true believers have 
been bought by the blood of Jesus Christ. We further believe that both true 
believers and non-believers can be influenced, tempted, and profoundly 
affected by Satan and his demonic forces.

*   Christians can:
  a.  Give “place” to the devil:  “...nor give place to the devil.”  Ephesians 4:27

  b.  Have strongholds in their lives:  “For the weapons of our warfare are  
         not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds...”   
         2 Corinthians 10:4

  c.  Be plagued by desires that stem from a childhood bruise on the soul:  
        “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace  
         with those who call on the LORD out of a pure heart.”  2 Timothy 2:22

“The spirit of the LORD is upon me...to preach deliverance 
to the captives; and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at l iberty them that are bruised.”  Luke 4:18  KJV

*   We resist the mindset that deliverance is a one-
time event, and believe rather that it is a process of events that 
requires the cooperation of the individual needing deliverance.
 	 “...who delivered us from so great a death, and does  
	 deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us.”
	 2 Corinthians 1:10    NASB

*   Freedom / Deliverance / Cleansing 
comes through five keys: 
1.  Growth in the truth
“Then you will know that truth, and the truth will make you free.”   
John 8:32

2.  Ministry of love
“Bring my soul out of prison, That I may praise Your name;  The 
righteous shall surround me. For You shall deal bountifully with 
me.”  Psalm 142:7  NKJV

“Love never fails...”  1 Corinthians 13:8

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, 
considering yourself lest you also be tempted.”  Galatians 6:1

3.  Ministry of Spirit filled prayer/ Receive 
anointed prayer
The ministry of intercession and spiritual gifts through the Body of 
Christ,(discernment, wisdom, knowledge, healing, miracles, etc...).

4.  Walking in the Spirit
“do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”
Galatians 5:1

“I say then;  Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the 
flesh.”  Galatians 5:16

5.  The Word of Authority
“And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My name they 
will cast out demons.”  Mark 16:17
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